ANNUAL EXAM, 2022-2023
Class : XI [ENGLISH]			     	Date : 20/02/2023		Time: 3 hrs.		MM: 80
Section A 
(Reading Skills)
I. Passage
 Nothing better sums up the outdoors than the centuries-old human endeavour to scale mighty peaks. Mountaineering involves hiking, climbing, or just simply walking, on hilly or mountainous ground, with the help of technical equipment and support. In mountaineering, you’ll come across different types of terrain - mainly snow, glaciers, ice or just naked rocks. The feats of the like* of Edmund Hilary and George Mallory. to mention just two legendary mountaineers, have contributed to making this activity a popular one all around the world, one that has also been known to build a person's character. One has to be physically robust, very fit and display a decent level of athleticism and suppleness of body to climb mountains; training, conditioning and preparation are essential if you are looking to attempt an ascent on a particularly challenging peak. In addition, the mountaineer, often having to withstand extreme climatic conditions, has to display a good degree of mental fortitude to survive and succeed.
 But in the end, all of this is worth your while - there is no better feeling than being out in the open. In high nature's playground, breathing in the pristine mountain air, as close to the sky as it's humanly possible to be. 
Mountaineering is as old as the earth, as old as human life. When it became a passion of the outdoorsy and of the UK-minded, In the 19th century, many people would climb just for pleasure, for the sheer thrill of conquering peaks near and far. But over time, the sport has split into separate disciplines, each of them calling for varying degrees of skills and preparation. Today, climbers have the comfort of having the most advanced equipment and gear at their disposal. In contrast, men in ancient times had to rely on their feet, their legs, their arms and their hands - and their wits - to climb mountains. These old climbing techniques are still very much relevant today (as well as being utterly reliable and safe) but the 21st-century mountaineer has the added advantage of depending on hi-tech safety equipment. Closer home, the Himalayan Mountaineering Institute has played a big part in the conquest of the Greater Himalayas. Many of the planet's mountaineering greats have tested their skills, and earned their name, in the Himalayan theatre of dreams, considered the ultimate arena for climbing enthusiasts. 
Mountaineering demands a lot of your physical fitness, and attempts on the highest peaks can push your body to the limit. Before attempting any climb, make sure you are fit enough to endure anything and everything that nature and the elements may throw at you. Remember that mountaineering may be a very exhilarating activity but it is far from being an easy sport! At high altitudes, it is important to give enough time for acclimatisation. And make sure you get a clean bill of health from your doctor before embarking on an expedition.
 1. On the basis of your understanding of the passage answer the following questions by choosing the most appropriate option. 												(10)
1.1 Mountaineering involves 
a. Hiking            b. Gimbing           c. Just simply walking on hilly or mountainous ground                d. All of the above 
1.2 These old climbing technique
a. Obsolete		b. Of no use 		c. Not safe                                     d. still very much relevant today
 1.3 The 21st-century mountaineer has the added advantage of
a. Hi tech safety equipments                    b. More opportunities 		c. More funds                     d. Training 
1.4 One of the main institute for climbing enthusiasts is
 a. Mountaineering Institute                    b. Himalayan Mountaineering Institute 
c. Himalayan theatre of dream             	    d. Himalayan Institute 
1.5 Mountaineering demands: 
a. Resources for life                    b. Modern gadgets    		c. Lots of physical Alness                     d. Money 
1.6 At high altitudes, it is important to give enough 
a. Fun		b. money 		c. time for acclimatization.          d. Resources
1.7. What are the different types of terrain one come across in Mountaineering? 
1.8 . How Mountaineering has developed as a sport over a period of time? 
1.9. Find the word in the passage which means the same as 
i. a climb or walk to the summit of a mountain (para 2)
ii. thrilling (para 4)
2. Read the following passage: 									(8)
Royal Bengal Tiger is the largest fiercest and powerful member of the big cat family in India. Royal Bengal Tigers also known as Indian tiger and Bengal Tiger, constitute a large population of the Tiger family in the world .It is the national animal of India and is found mostly in India, China, Bhutan ,Bangladesh and Burma.  
The biological name of this big cat is panthera tigris which comes under the felidae family under Mammalia category. No two Bengal tigers look alike .Every Bangal Tiger has a unique stripe pattern. Their colour ranges from yellow to light orange, with stripes from dark brown to black. Some of the Bengal tigers are white in colour .The tail is orange in colour with black rings. Unlike The Other White Tigers that have blue eyes, Bengal tigers have yellow irises. They live for 10 to 15 years .Being fierce in nature, royal Bengal tigers are not much friendly in nature and live a solitary life except in winters when they can be seen in a group of three or four. Bengal tigers are fast runners and good swimmers. Tigers attack their prey in a stealth mode. They are usually spotted in swamps, mangroves and grasslands.  
Royal Bengal tigers have very sharp memories, they never forget the faces. Their memory is sharper than humans and other animals.  
We can find the largest population of royal Bengal tigers in India. As per the latest tigers’ census report 2017 ,there are 3786 royal Bengal tigers in India .India has more than 75% of the total Tiger population in the world .Along with India, neighbouring countries to India holds a somewhat decent population of Royal Bengal Tiger in the world. The latest census of the tigers in India and neighbouring countries are shown in the table.  
	SL. NO. 
	Name of country 
	Minimum 
	Maximum 

	1. 
	Bangladesh 
	300 
	460 

	2. 
	Bhutan 
	80 
	460 

	3. 
	China 
	30 
	35 

	4. 
	India 
	2500 
	3800 

	5. 
	Nepal 
	150 
	250 


To know about the latest Tiger population is always government’s concern, as they want to save this majestic animal from getting extinct. India has lost 97% of its Royal Bengal Tiger population in the last century. The main reason is hunting, poaching, urbanization, habitat loss and illegal wildlife trade. Poaching means to illegally trade the tiger made products like Tiger skin,Tiger made jewellery, etc. These skin and Jewellery are sold for millions in the international market. Poaching has reduced the number of tigers to just 3800 from 100,000 in the starting of the 20th century.  
Based on your understanding of the above passage answer any 8 of the questions given below: 
a. The biological name of Bengal Tiger is Panthera---------------- 
i. Tiger           	ii. Tigris          iii. Tigress     iv. Tigers  
b. Pick out the characteristics of Bengal Tigers. 
i. Fast runners       ii. Attack in stealth mode   iii. Good swimmers     iv. All of these 
c. When was the last survey of tigers conducted according to the passage ? 
i. 2010               	ii.  2017           iii.   2019          iv.  2020       
d. The number of tigers in ----------------------- ranges from 80 to 460. 
i. Bangladesh          ii.   Bhutan       iii.   China        iv.   Nepal 
e. From the given pictorial representation, choose the option that correctly states the approximate percentage of total tigers in the world which are found in India. 
i. Option 1		iii. Option 3       


ii. Option 2		iv. Option 4  

 
f. Which pair of countries has approximately same number of maximum tigers? 
	i.  Nepal and Bangladesh                   	ii. Bhutan and Bangladesh 
               iii.  China and Nepal                                 	iv. Bangladesh and India 
g. Pick out the option(s) that correctly state the reason for reduction in the population of tigers: 
i. Poaching   		ii. Epidemic     		iii. Climate change       		iv.  Soil erosion 
h. Which of the following statements is not true according to the paragraph 
i. tiger’s skin is used for making ornaments                
ii. body parts of tigers are sold illegally in international market. 
iii. India has recently imported some tigers from Namibia
iv. iv.China had the least number of tigers as the census 
i. Find a word from the passage which is opposite in meaning to the word ‘timid’(Para 1)
2. Read the given passage carefully:                                    							(8)
Fasting is said to bring a host of benefits provided if done under medical supervision. Doctors explain how to go about it. Food is to the body what fuel is to a motor vehicle. It provides energy, helps repair and rejuvenation and confers many other benefits. A lot of research has been done and is being done on fasting. When one fasts, the digestive organs get rest and all body mechanisms are cleansed. While fasting, the natural process of toxin excretion continues while influx of new toxins is reduced. The energy usually used for digestion is redirected to immune function and cell growth. Fasting helps you heal with greater speed, cleanses your liver, kidneys and colon, purifies your blood, helps you lose excess weight and water, flushes out toxins, clears the eyes and tongue and cleanses the breath. 
Another research says fasting, even occasionally, helps in detoxification. Through fasting we restrict digestive activity and so energy is utilised to cleanse different systems. Fasting improves metabolism, sharpens the senses, calms the mind, helps loose weight, improves general immunity, improves concentration and mental clarity. Fasting, if understood and done under supervision, has tremendous benefits and impacts one at various planes; mental, emotional, physical and spiritual. Specifically it serves as an aid to effective detoxification, helps in repair and rejuvenation, offers rest to the gastro-intestinal system and promotes mobilisation of excess fat. 
The crucial point to note is the difference between fasting and starvation. Research suggests there are  major health benefits to calorie restriction. Among other things it slows down the aging process. According to the US National Academy of Sciences, other benefits include stress resistance, increased insulin sensitivity and increased lifespan. 
Glucose is the body’s primary fuel source and is essential for the brain’s functioning. When denied glucose for more than 4 - 8 hours, the body converts glycogen stored in the liver into a usable form of fuel and supplements it with small amounts of protein. This will last for upto 12 hours before the body turns to glycogen stored in muscles. If glucose is still denied at this point, the body continues to use fat for as long as it is available. If the fast is not broken, starvation occurs, as the body begins to use protein for fuel. Death can occur if fasting is pursued to the point of complete starvation. 
 1. On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it in points only using abbreviations wherever necessary. Supply a suitable title.
 2. Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words using the notes made.



Section B
WRITING SKILLS & GRAMMAR
4.You are Rahul/Rajani 0f 45 Adarsh Nagar,Kolkata.You want to sell your flat as you are going to another city in order to settle there. Draft a suitable advertisement giving all necessary details in not more than fifty words to be published in a local newspaper under classified columns.                  3Marks 
                                                                      OR 
You are Vijay/ Sunita, an electronics engineer who has recently returned from the US and looking for a suitable job in the IT industry. Draft an advertisement in about 50 words for the situation wanted column of a newspaper. 
5. Prepare a poster advising people not to take alcoholic drinks illustrating the danger of consuming 
Alcohol. Your illustration should be in conformity with the theme provided to you.            3 Marks 
OR 
Tourism Department, Government of Uttar Pradesh has launched an ambitious plan to develop adventure sports and eco-tourism activities in the state. Prepare a suitable poster for display at important public places /publication in newspapers. 
6. On festival days students burst fire-crackers not knowing how much pollution they cause. You are Suresh /Sudha, the head boy/girl of your school. You wish to tell them some facts about bursting of fire crackers and the other sources of pollution. Prepare a detailed speech to be delivered in school assembly in 120-150 words.  5 Marks 
                                                                               OR 
Use of mobile phones has overshadowed the life of teenagers. The excessive use of mobile phones is affecting their physical and mental health badly. It’s causing disturbance during study hours also. Write a speech on the topic  ‘ Mobile Phones: boon or bane’ to be delivered in the assembly of your Vidyalaya in 120 -150 words. 
7.ONLINE SMART CLASSES ARE THE FUTURE OF EDUCATION STYLE". Write a debate either for or against the motion.(150– 200 words)                                                               						(5 Marks) 
                                                                                 OR 
Sri Tulsi Balvidya Niketan is organising a debate competition. The topic is ‘Are we leading a better life than our forefathers’. Prepare a debate against the motion in 120 -150 words  		
8. Read the following paragraph and fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs given 
in the brackets.                                                                            						(4 Marks) 
The wedding procession already(a)------------- (start) when we (b)-------------------(reach)Raju’s house. While we were on the way to the place we decided not to dance at all .But the scene (c )----------------(prove)so attractive that we (d)--------------(draw) in it. 
9. Rearrange these parts to form meaningful sentences. 						(3 Marks) 
(a) is/an/known/Jaipur/Pink City.
(b) in the/are/building/city/in pink colour/ painted/most of the

(c) have made / a popular/it/its/historical buildings/destination/tourist.
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Section C
Literature (16 Marks)
10. Read the extracts and answer the questions:  (Any One)                         				(3 Marks)
I. Eternal I rise impalpable out of the land and the bottomless sea,
   Upward to heaven, whence, vaguely formed, altogether changed, and yet the same,
   I descend to lave the droughts, atomics, dust-layers of the globe.
   And all that in them without me were seeds only, latent, unborn;
a. What does the use of the word ‘eternal’ indicate here?
i. It indicates the continual process of rain
ii. It indicates the continual process of nature
iii. It indicates the discontinuous process of rain
iv. It indicates the discontinuous process of nature
b. From where does ‘I’ rise and where does it go?
i. It rises in the form of droplets and goes to the sea
ii. It rises in the form of clouds and goes to the sky
iii. It rises in the form of water vapour and goes to the land
iv. It rises in the form of water vapour and goes to the sky
c. Which word in the extract means the same as “in a way that is uncertain, indefinite or unclear”?
i. Eternal			ii. Impalpable		iii. Vaguely		iv. Bottomless
OR
II. When did my childhood go?
    Was it when I found my mind was really mine, To use whichever way I     
    choose,
    Producing thoughts that were not those of .
    other people, But my own, and mine alone Was that the day!”
a. Explain “my mind was really mine”.
i. It means that his mind was influenced by others
ii. It means that his mind was not influenced by others
iii. It means that his mind was influenced by his parents
iv. It means that he was not confused
b. What did the poet realise?
i. He realised that his mind belonged to his parents
ii. He realised that his mind was controlled by his friends
iii. He realised that his mind was controlled by his teachers
iv. He realised that his mind was his, and he had his own individuality
c. The poet ……….. find an answer to his question.
i. did		ii. did not		iii. can 		iv. may
11. Read the text carefully and answer the questions: 							(3)
I. The first indication of impending disaster came at about 6 p.m., with an ominous silence. The wind dropped, and the sky immediately grew dark. Then came a growing roar, and an enormous cloud towered aft of the ship. With horror, I realised that it was not a cloud, but a wave like no other I had ever seen. It appeared perfectly vertical and almost twice the height of the other waves, with a frightful breaking crest.
i. Which word in the extract mean forthcoming?
a. ominous		b. growing		c. roaring	d. impending
ii. What is the wind dropped?
a. wind slipped out the hands of author		b. wind started coming from below the ship
b. wind fell down					c. speed of wind greatly reduced
iii. Why the sky had become dark?
a. lights of the ship were switched off		b. a wave was approaching ship
b. a cloud was approaching ship			c. night was approaching
OR
II. Read the text carefully and answer the questions: 
A FLAWLESS half-moon floated in a perfect blue sky on the morning we said our goodbyes. Extended banks of cloud like long French loaves glowed pink as the Sun emerged to splash the distant mountain tops with a rose-tinted blush.
Now that we were leaving Ravu, Lhamo said she wanted to give me a farewell present. One evening I'd told her through Daniel that I was heading towards Mount Kailash to complete the kora, and she'd said that I ought to get some warmer
clothes. After ducking back into her tent, she emerged carrying one of the long-sleeved sheepskin coats that all the men wore.
i. The author was heading towards which place?
a. Mount Everest		b. None of these	c. Mount Kailash	d. K2
ii. Which of the following figure of speech has been used in the line banks of cloud like long French loaves?
a. Alliteration		b. Metaphor		c. Oxymoron		d. Simile
iii. Which of the following facts can be inferred from the above extract?
a. Lhamo didn’t try to understand author
b. Daniel was the translator of the author
c. Daniel was the translator of the author and Moon and Sun were both visible in the sky 
d. Moon and Sun were both visible in the sky
12. Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow:       			(4 Marks)    
I. Perhaps I was mistaken, I thought, perhaps it isn’t her. I had seen her only once, fleetingly, and that was years ago. It was most probable that I had rung the wrong bell. The woman let go of the door and stepped to the side. She was wearing my mother’s green knitted cardigan. The wooden buttons were rather pale from washing. 
a. Why did the narrator feel that she was mistaken? 
b. What did the cardigan remind her of ? 
c. What did the woman do when the narrator was looking at the cardigan? 
d. Write the name of the lesson and its author. 
                                                                                      OR 
II. ONE day back there in the good old days when I was nine and the world was full of every imaginable kind of magnificence, and life was still a delightful and mysterious dream, my cousin Mourad, who was considered crazy by everybody who knew him except me, came to my house at four in the morning and woke me up tapping on the window of my room. 
a. What does the narrator feel about life when he is nine years old? 
b. What kind of person Mourad was according to the writer? 
c. Which instance shows that Mourad and Aram likes each other? 
d. Write the name of the lesson and its author. 
[bookmark: _Hlk125664543]13. Answer ANY 2 of the following questions in 30 - 40 words   					(6)
a. Behind the apparent simplicity, the poem hides a deep meaning. What exactly does the poem convey to the reader? (The Voice of the Rain) 
b. How can you say that the photograph was taken on a windy day?
c. Describe in brief how the grandmother spent half-an-hour with the sparrows. How did she feel then? Answer in the context of The Portrait of a Lady. 
d. How can you infer that the father wishes his son to remain at home with him? {Father to Son}
14. Answer ANY 1 of the following questions in 40 - 50 words:-  					(3)
a. What was the outcome of the interview between Mrs. Dorling and the narrator? Answer in the context of The Address.
b. The wisest man said that the arch must be hanged. Then how did the arch escape the punishment? Answer in the context of The Tale of Melon City.
[bookmark: _GoBack]15. Answer ANY 1 of the following questions in 120-150 words 					(6)
a. Give a character sketch of Tutankhanam.
b. What does the poetess compare her mother's laughter to and why? Answer in the context of A Photograph.
16. Answer ANY 1  of  the  following  questions  in  120 - 150  words  				      	(6)
a. You will probably agree that the story, ‘The Summer of the Beautiful White Horse’, does not have breathless adventure and exciting action. Then what in your opinion makes it interesting?
b. For doctors, the duty towards the patients is foremost, irrespective of their own personal affairs. Discuss with reference to the chapter, ‘Birth’.
